The U.S. would be isolated and opposed by an oil-dependent and Soviet subservient Europe. We would be isolated, hated, blamed by the world for any and all problems and facing a choice of a deadly worldwide conflict or total surrender to the victorious Soviet superpower.
It didn't happen. Israel won -Soviet surrogates lost. Arab sheiks and dictators continued in power while benefiting from our largess and protection and propagating hatred of America at home and worldwide. Israel continued supporting us, sharing its impressive technical, military and security expertise with us, and cooperating with America's policies even when Israel's interests were jeopardized by them. Our relationship is covert: our wounded are flown to Germany -a 10 hour flight -rather than on a 30-minute helicopter jaunt to the most modem and experienced trauma hospitals in Jerusalem or Tel Aviv; Israeli native-Arabic speakers are reluctantly and sparingly employed by the U.S. government which gingerly balances American security considerations against the fear of annoying Muslims by employing Israeli Jews.
America's debt to Israel is largely unacknowledged and unfamiliar to most Americans but even those who are aware of Israel's role in defeating America's enemy in the Cold War are apt to forget what is now ancient history. Thanks, they say, but what have you done for me lately, Israel? And what can you do for us in the future? Should we really side with 5 million Israelis -population of a smallish American city -against 1.8 billion Muslims who will then hate us even more than they do now?
I hate to say this, but this isn't an unreasonable attitude. A government official is sworn to act in a way that will benefit his country, his people, his government. Sympathy, fairness, morality are not supposed to be the guiding factors in making decisions. And yes, Israel is a democracy and it is a friend, and it has done quite a lot for us, and we sympathize with their predicament, but this is a cruel world and fairness is not a word we should use in determining our foreign policy.
( Unfortunately, the hostile reception immigration reform has received from the GOP side of the aisle in Washington is turning off the very voters the Republicans can now, for the first time, hope to attract to their side. Based on a fear of Democratic domination of the Hispanic vote, Republican insistence on barring the way to citizenship and voting rights for undocumented or illegal immigrants may drive these very potential Republican supporters back into Democratic arms.
The Latino population is clearly the jump ball in American politics. While now only 8 percent of the registered voters -but 14 percent of the population -the Hispanic vote is going to swell in the coming decade and tip the 50-50 balance now prevailing between the two parties. Red states like Texas, Arizona and Florida may become sharply and suddenly blue when Hispanic voting reaches its full potential among those currently here, not to count those who will come in the future. Texas, for example, is now a majority-minority state in population.
Its GOP affiliation is an artifact of the past if the Hispanic vote goes Democratic.
But the fervent religiosity and increasing support for Evangelical positions and thinking among Hispanics may be the saving grace for the GOP if they let it happen. According to the Rev. Rodriquez, half of Evangelical conversions among American Latinos occur in their home country; half take place after they enter the United States. The handwriting is clearly on the wall -traditional Catholicism is on the wane among America's Hispanics. Can Democratic affiliation be similarly in danger?
In 2000 It's time for the Republican Party to start thinking of its future and embrace the basic tenets of immigration reform to win the inevitably increasing proportion of the U.S. vote cast by Hispanics.
It is pure folly to say that we will force 11 million people back across the border in order to obtain legal entry. Such a forced population movement would be unparalleled in American history and would be reminiscent of German-PolishRussian forced migrations during the years right before, during, and after World War II.
Immigration reform calls for an earned path to citizenship that most Americans can and should support. If Latinos work, pay taxes, do not commit crimes, and learn English for several years, they should be able to become citizens. These requirements are not applied to any other immigrants and are due penance for illegal entry into the United States.
It's time Republicans awakened to the political opportunities of Evangelical Hispanic conversions and got with the program. ☻ A revolution is underway among America's Latino population that will have profound implications for the future of American politics. Of the 41.3 million Hispanics in the United States today, 37 percent identify themselves as "born-again" or "evangelical." Just 10 years ago, the proportion that did so was about 15 percent. All told, there are now about 11 million Evangelical Protestant and 3 million Evangelical or Charismatic Catholic Latinos in the United States. In 1996, there were only 4 million.
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tians, Romans, Babylonians, and more recently, the Spaniards, Germans, Russians and yes, the Arabs, have not done well. The Americans have.
The Christian Zionists vote. Their numbers are growing and so is their influence. They are something relatively new on the political horizon. They are there because they know that Israel is in danger and they want to help. Locally, they will be in Los Angeles on May 17 and 18 for a Jerusalem Prayer Banquet that will be attended by Jewish and Israeli leaders and, more importantly, by Christian leaders from all over the world.
If you are as worried about Israel's future as I am, do as I have done. Join the one force that is effective, that is powerful, that can and will influence Washington. It is they who will make the politicians listen. They need Jewish help and Jewish cooperation for, as Benjamin Franklin said, "We must all hang together or most assuredly we will all hang separately". Sympathy, fairness and calls for justice and equal treatment of Israel by the media, politicians and the left-leaning educational elites will not save Israel in today's world. Humanitarian appeals were not effective during the Holocaust when access to America by European Jews was denied by politicians who were conscious of voters' concern for an influx of a cheaper labor force. Humanitarian appeals on behalf of Darfur, Zimbabwe, and Middle Eastern slave trade are trumped by lack of political pressure.
Conversely, we won the fight for the Jews from the Soviet Union -the only Soviet population group that was permitted, albeit with capricious restrictions, to emigrate. Reason? We had managed to convince Washington -and Moscow -that 6 million American Jewish voters were ready and eager to vote for politicians who supported the Jewish exodus.
What we need is pragmatism and the abandonment of outdated Jewish attitudes and prejudices that are based on a past history of Christian anti-Semitism. It may be difficult but the anti-Christian suspicions must be discarded in present day America. We need to develop and nurture an alliance and close cooperation with tens of millions of Christians -eloquent, reliable, committed, friendly voters. North Korea's illicit activities also include gunrunning, illegal fishing, a dash of alleged insurance fraud, and the counterfeiting of cigarettes and U.S. currency. Lest that seem a remote problem, it's worth revisiting the April 25, 2006, congressional testimony of a former State Department official, David Asher, who worked on countering North Korea's illicit activities. To illustrate what he called "the rise of the North Korean criminal state," Asher described a North Korean and Chinese criminal network busted in a sting operation in the harbor of Atlantic City, New Jersey, in 2005. As Asher described it, the federal indictments showed that this network "was engaged in selling tens of millions of dollars per year of contraband--everything from counterfeit U.S. currency, counterfeit U.S. postage stamps, counterfeit U.S. branded cigarettes and state tax stamps, counterfeit Viagra, ecstasy, methamphetamines, heroin, AK-47s, and even attempting to sell shoulder fired missiles (manpads) and rocket propelled grenades (RPGs) into the U.S." Estimates of Pyongyang's earnings from such enterprises vary widely. Analysts suggest that for North Korea, particular illicit enterprises go in and out of vogue. Kim's regime tends to focus on one area until it runs into too much heat or some other difficulty, and then the focus tilts to a different racket. For instance, heroin was big in the early 1990s. Then floods in 1995 and 1996 wrecked the poppy crops. The regime adapted by manufacturing and exporting more methamphetamines. (This was during the same period in which the regime's state rationing system left more than a million North Koreans to starve to death.) Poppies later made a comeback that lasted until 2003, when a North Korean ship, the Pong Su, carrying some 275 pounds of pure heroin, was seized off Australia. 
